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Perceptual Damages to the IranianQanat Heritage in Eastern Kerman
Province

N.Kamaladini®™

Abstract

According to UNESCO,human settlements in eastern Kerman province are a clear symbol of human
interaction with the hot and dry desert environment. This issue is due to the existence of numerous
Qanats as a sustainable and historical method of water extraction, as well as the existence of extensive
agriculture. However, similar to most of the Qanat areas in Iran, the Qanat in this area have faced
numerous challengesin recent decades. In particular, many ganats have dried up in the counties of
Narmashir, Fahraj, Gonbaki and Rigan. Accordingly, the aim of the current research is to identify the
damaging factors affecting Persian Qanats in the eastern counties of Kerman province, with a particular
focus on Bam County. This research was conducted using a qualitative approach and content analysis
of semi-structured interviews. The statistical population included 20 participants- experienced
mogannis (ganat diggers), Qanat owners, experts of regional water departments and the Agricultural
jihad Organization- selected by snowball method. In total, 18 initial codes and 6 axial codes were
identified as damaging factors,, categorized under the headings of natural factors, intrinsic factors,
economic factors, social factors, institutional factors, and border violations. Recognizing and addressing
these factors and components can provide a solid foundationfor decision-making and intervention by
both local and national custodial institutions to mitigate damage to the ganats.
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! Lecturer, Department of Tourism and Hospitality Management, Faculty of Tourism, Bam Higher Education
Complex, Bam, Iran.

(* Corresponding Author Email: nd. kamaladini@bam.ac.ir)

Received: 19 May 2024

Accepted: 23 Nov 2024



